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Most helpful customer reviews 3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The First World War from an Indian Soldier's Viewpoint By Mr. Zahid Islam Based as this book is on the letters sent home by Indian soldiers on the 'western front' during World War I, it gives a true picture of the actual war conditions which must have come as a great surprise to these combatants who had never been outside India and did not even know what they were fighting for. The majority of these soldiers came from northern areas of India which are now in Pakistan. Once in France, they were immediately taken aback by the goodwill and lack of prejudice in contrast to what they were accustomed to at the hands of their British masters in India. This is expressed again and again in several letters. They were surprised also at the attitude of their British mentors who behaved so differently in their own country and almost treated them as equals. Today we find it surprising that these soldiers would be willing to lay their lives on behalf of their foreign masters for a few dollars a month, to be gassed and blinded, buried in swamps, without even knowing the actual causes of the War or the consequences if the other side had come out as victors.
Such was their innocence! This book can very engrossing for those interested in the First World War, as the expressive letters very clearly portray the feelings of wounded soldiers afraid to go back to the front a second time.
2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. WW1--an unfamiliar view By Valerie J Roebuck This book is a collection of letters between Indian soldiers and their families in the First World War, translated into English from the various languages in which they were originally written. Many thousands of soldiers from what was then the British Empire fought for the Allies in WW1, and a large number of them came from India--Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims. They had enlisted for traditional warfare in South Asia, and nothing could have prepared them for what they found when they arrived in the trenches of the Western Front. Their accounts of their experiences are fascinating, powerful and moving. David Omissi, the editor, provides an excellent introduction and gives useful background information. I strongly recommend this book.
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